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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, EC 

SUBJECT: END OF BUS STRIKE 

REF: QUITO 1009 

1 . STRIKING BUS OPERATORS AND THE GOE REACHED A TENTATIVE 
AGREEMENT ON NEW FARES THE EVENING OF FEBRUARY 15 AND BUSES 
ARE GRADUALLY BEGINNING TO CIRCULATE. FULL SERVICE IS 
EXPECTED TO BE RESTORED BY FEBRUARY 17. 

2. POL/LABOFF SPOKE WITH JOSE VASQUEZ, PRESIDENT OF THE 
NATIONAL CHAUFFERS' FEDERATION FEBRUARY 16, WHO REPORTED 
THAT THE BUSES WERE RETURNING TO WORK AT THE OLD FARE OF 
ONE SUCRE PENDING A DEFINITION OF THE FARE TODAY. THE GOE 
HAS PLEDGED ITSELF TO GRANT A HIGHER FARE THAN THE ORIGINAL 
RAISE TO 1.2 SUCRES. VASQUEZ BELIEVES THAT THE FINAL FARE 
WILL BE 1.5 SUCRES. 
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3. ALTHOUGH LABOR AND STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS HAVE 
ANNOUNCED THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE INCREASES (NEW FARE 
WILL CREATE REAL HARDSHIP FOR THE WORKING CLASSES), THE 
EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THE PUBLIC MOOD IS SUCH 
THAT SERIOUS PUBLIC DISORDER IN REACTION TO THE INCREASE 
IS LIKELY. 
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